Book of Revelation

2 – Methods of Interpretation

(Diagrams from ESV Study Bible introduction to Revelation)

Schools of Interpretation

 1. Historicist
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Revelation’s Visions

Chs. 1-3:
Letters to 7 churches

Chs. 4-19: seals, trumpets, witnesses, woman and
dragon, beasts, bowls, harlot, Armageddon

20:1-6:
millennium

20:7-22:5: dragon destroyed,
all in graves rise, white throne
judgment, all things new

1st-century churches

v v v

Patristic, medieval, Reformation, modern church ages

Historical References and Events

second coming, general
resurrection, last judgment,
new heaven and earth





 2. Futurist (Historical Premillennialism)
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 3. Futurist (Dispensational Premillennialism)
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* Some dispensational interpreters think the churches addressed in chs. 2-3 predict different periods in church history.





 4. Partial Preterist
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* Partial preterists differ on what would (from the original recipients’ viewpoint) precipitate the millennium. This chart represents the view that
sees ancient Rome as the church’s main enemy. Others would understand Second Temple Judaism as the church’s main enemy.




 5. Idealist
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new heaven and earth





 6. Classical Seventh-day Adventist – bits and pieces of all of the above

 7. Is there a right method? What approach do we take?

Millennial Views

 1. Classical Premillennialism
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(Christ comes before the millennium but after the tribulation; the chair, in this and following illustrations, represents the judgment seat of Christ)
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*Classical Premillennialists differ over whether the renewed
earth will begin in the millennium or the eternal state.




 2. Pretribulational Premillennialism
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 3. Postmillennialism

 4. [image: image8.png]Postmillennialism
(Christ comes after the millennium)

Church Age

Millennium

Christ

Resurrection of believers;
Resurrection of unbelievers;
Judgment; New heaven, new earth

Eternal State



Amillennialism
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 5. Classical Seventh-day Adventist – none of the above – a modified premillennialism

 6. Is there a right view? Which view do we espouse? 

