Book of Revelation

3 – Prologue

[Prologue]

[1:1] The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants[f1] the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant[f2] John, [2] who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. [3] Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.


[Greeting to the Seven Churches]

[4] John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, [5] and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. [7] Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail[f3] on account of him. Even so. Amen.

[8] “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”


(Revelation 1:1-8 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 1:1 Greek bondservants
[2] 1:1 Greek bondservant
[3] 1:7 Or mourn

 1. First impressions

(a) All that follows is a message (revelation and prophecy) from God, through Jesus Christ, given to an angel, and then to John

(b) The message is for all servants of God

(c) It provides information about things that are about to take place

(d) It is to be read aloud

(e) Those who hear and heed will be blessed

(f) The time (what is it?) is near

(g) More specifically, the message is for the seven churches of Asia, at the time of John

(h) A scene is set

 i. A royal throne room

 ii. Seven spirits in front of the throne

 iii. On the throne: “who is and who was and who is to come” - who is this?

 iv. Jesus Christ – not the one on the throne

 v. Jesus Christ – the one who freed, established a kingdom of priests to God, his dominion is forever

 vi. Jesus Christ – he is returning in clouds and every eye, dead and alive, will see him; bringing judgment – wailing (mourning) will cover the earth

 vii. “Alpha and Omega,” “who is...,” - God the Father is on the throne

 2. Background information

(a) “Books” had titles on the outside of scrolls

(b) The title eventually moved to the inside so that “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” should be taken as the title for the entire work

(c) Apocalyptic literature (e.g., Daniel, 1 Enoch, 4 Ezra) was often mediated through angels

(d) Apocalyptic literature were often penned under meritorious characters of the past, but John writes as a contemporary and to recipients he knows personally

(e) The idea of receiving visions of divine matters common in Old Testament, intertestamental period, the New Testament, and post-apostolic period

(f) Revelation contains seven blessings and seven curses (“woes”)

(g) Apocalyptic literature typically predicts the imminent end

(h) “Who is and who was and who is to come” occasionally used as Greek title for an eternal deity, but in Revelation's context, an expansion of the Old Testament, “I AM”

(i) Seven spirits – seven holy archangels recognized in Judaism to be around God's throne

(j) The throne is the seat of kingdom and dominion; it is also the place from which judgment is handed down

(k) Some Greco-Roman writers called the supreme deity the “first” 

(l) Judaism already called the God of Israel “first and the last”

(m) Prologue paralleled in Epilogue (22:6b-21)

 3. Verse-by-Verse

(a) Verse 1

 i. “Revelation of...” → “revelation about” (objective genitive) or “revelation by” (subjective genitive)

 ii. “Revelation” → uncovering of something that is hidden

 iii. “Servants” → “bondservants” or “slaves” → δοῦλος (doulos)

 A. One who has sold himself into slavery; in a spiritual sense, the idea is that of becoming a slave of God or of Jesus Christ voluntarily

 B. Possible allusion to Amos 3:7, “God does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets”

 C. Possible interpretation that all Christians are also prophets

 iv. “Made it known” → “signified” → noun form “sign” → “made known by means of signs”

 v. “Must soon take place”

 A. Daniel 2:28, “What will be in the latter days”

 B. Daniel 2 uses “reveal” five times, “make known (signify)” four times

 C. John alters “latter days” to “soon”

 D. At the very least, John believes the “latter days” are imminent

 E. Time having eschatological significance: Daniel 7:22; Mark 1:14; Luke 21:8

(b) Verse 2

 i. “Witness” → testifying at a court proceeding

 ii. “Testimony of Jesus Christ” → subjective genitive (by)

 iii. “Christ” → “Messiah” → “Anointed One”

 iv. “All that he saw” → author received visual revelation (visions)

(c) Verse 3

 i. “Blessed” → first of seven blessings (others: 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14)

 ii. “Reads aloud” → public reading

 iii. “Hear... keep” → obedience

 iv. “Time is near” → reiterates imminence

(d) Verse 4

 i. “Who is... who was...”

 A. Isaiah 41:4, “I, the LORD,  the first, and with the last; I am he.”

 ii. Throne as seat of judgment → 1 Kings 7:7; Psalm 9:4,7-8; Daniel 7:9-10,26

 iii. Seven spirits → possibly Zechariah 4

(e) Verses 5-6

 i. Identification of Jesus

 A. Threefold 

· “Faithful witness” → concern with accurate transmission of message

· “Firstborn of the dead” → resurrection

· “Ruler” → archon → Isaiah 55:4 (LXX), “A ruler and a commander”

 B. Jesus to be understood in Davidic terms

· Psalm 89:27, “firstborn... highest of the kings...”

· Psalm 89:37, “a faithful witness...”

 ii. Characterization of Jesus

 A. Threefold

· “Loves” → Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:2

· “Freed us”

· Concept of “freeing from sin” only found here in NT

· Generalized deliverance from sin concepts plentiful in NT

· “By his blood” → Jesus' blood a major NT theme

· “Made us a kingdom [of] priests”

· Concept unique in NT to Revelation 

· Aorist tense → past and completed

 B. Old Testament parallels

· Hosea 3:1, “the LORD loves... Israel”

· Isaiah 40:2 (LXX), “her iniquity is loosed”

· Exodus 19:6, “you shall be to me a kingdom of priests”

 C. John's intent 

· John applies to Jesus language in the OT that depicts God

· John applies to Christians language in the OT that depicts Israel

· John gives the reader no reason to distinguish Israel from the Church

· “John's further development of Jesus as God and the Church as Israel will be central themes in the book” - Reading Revelation 

· “The failure to understand what John is doing in the doxology leads many interpreters into much confusion regarding what they mistakenly view to be the separate roles of Israel and the Church in the visions that unfold” - ibid

(f) Verse 7

 i. c.f., Matthew 24:30, “tribes of the earth... coming... Son of Man... clouds of heaven”

 ii. A blending of 

 A. Daniel 7:13, “clouds of heaven... son of man... came to the Ancient of Days”

· Context: Son of man given kingdom and dominion

 B. Zechariah 12:10, “when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced... mourn... weep bitterly”

· Context: Judgment, cleansing, redemption or condemnation

 iii. Second Coming of Jesus?

 A. John uses a present tense verb - “He comes” rather than “He is coming”

 B. Other verbs in this verse are future tense – there is some sense of future

 C. Jesus' coming in Revelation is past, present, and future

(g) Verse 8

 i. “Alpha and Omega” → God's eternal nature

 ii. Repeats phrase from 1:4 - “who is and who was and who is to come” - brackets 1:4-8

 iii. “Almighty” → common in OT (2 Samuel 7:8; Job 11:7; Ezekiel 1:24; Amos 3:13; Micah 4:4; Haggai 1:2; Zechariah 1:3; Malachi 1:4), also translated “Lord of hosts”

 iv. John's favorite title for God – 8 additional occurrences

 v. God speaks again only once more in this book, 21:5-8

 4. Major themes introduced in Prologue

(a) Jesus as God

(b) The Church as Israel

(c) The death of Jesus

(d) The coming of Jesus

