Book of Revelation
27 – Beast from the Sea

[13:1] And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. [2] And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. [3] One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. [4] And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?”


[5] And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. [6] It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. [7] Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, [8] and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. [9] If anyone has an ear, let him hear:


[10] If anyone is to be taken captive,



to captivity he goes;


if anyone is to be slain with the sword,



with the sword must he be slain.


Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

(Revelation 13:1-10 ESV)

1. Setting (Rev 12)
a. Characters

i. Woman – God’s servants (not individuals, but the group)
ii. Dragon – Devil, Satan, Serpent

iii. Male Child – Jesus 

b. Plot

i. Dragon warring against woman

ii. Woman gives birth to male child, dragon tries to devour, but child is taken up to God’s throne

iii. Dragon pursues woman who is sheltered in the wilderness

iv. Dragon is thrown down from heaven and restricted to earth and sea

v. Heavens rejoice; woe to earth and sea

vi. Saints conquer through blood of Lamb and the word of their testimony

vii. Dragon tries to destroy the woman, but she continues to be sheltered as creation comes to her rescue

viii. Dragon, enraged, goes off to make war with the remaining woman’s offspring

ix. Dragon stands on the shore of the sea

c. Unresolved questions

i. Where do God’s servants dwell – in heaven or on the earth?

ii. Do the woes fall on God’s people who are physically still alive and on the earth?

iii. What is the difference between the woman and her offspring?

iv. What does it mean to keep the commandments of God
?

v. What does it mean to hold to the testimony of Jesus?

2. Structure of Chapter 13

a. Beast from the sea (v1-8)

i. World worships this beast

b. Exhortation (v9-10)

c. Beast from the earth (v11-17)

i. Promotes the worship of the first beast

d. Exhortation (v18)


3. Background Commentary and Notes
a. [13] Although Nero died, reportedly by his own hand, on June 9, a.d. 68, rumor circulated that he was still alive and ready to take vengeance on the Roman aristocracy for rejecting him. According to writers of the day, the majority of people in the eastern part of the Empire expected his return. Several impostors arose claiming to be Nero, hoping to gather followings in the eastern Empire, where he was most popular; one of them arose in Asia Minor during the reign of Titus (Domitian’s older brother). During Domitian’s reign, a Nero figure even persuaded the Parthians to follow him to invade the Roman Empire, but Domitian forced them to back down and execute the impostor instead.

Jewish oracles predicted the return of Nero, and Christians feared it. Although John clearly does not believe in a literal return of Nero, he may use the image of this popular myth, as many scholars think, to say: “You thought Nero was bad; wait till you see this!” (the way we today would use the image of Hitler, Stalin or Pol Pot). This image so shaped the views of early Christians—thousands of whose numbers had been eradicated under Nero in Rome—that “Nero” even became a term for “antichrist” in the Armenian language. Many later Christian writers, including Tertullian, Augustine and Jerome, connected Nero with the antichrist. The view that John here uses this Nero redivivus myth has continued through history and is widely held by modern scholars, such as F. F. Bruce, William Barclay and most commentators on Revelation. Politically dangerous oracles were known forms of Greek and Jewish protest, and Rome would have taken serious offense at the implications of this exiled prophet John had the authorities read and grasped the symbolism of his book. (IVP BBC NT)
b. [13] As the dragon stands on the seashore (12:17), a beast emerges from the sea. This beast is sometimes identified with the Antichrist (see 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7) or the man of lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:3–12). Its blasphemous words and demand for worship reinforce the connections between these predictions of a final, future opponent to Christ’s reign. Yet the imagery of Daniel 7 that appears in the description of the beast shows that it represents not only a future individual but also present world powers that wage Satan’s war against the Lamb and his church. Most dispensationalists, and many other futurists, think the first beast (Rev. 13:1–10) is a political world leader and the second beast (vv. 11–18) is his religious counterpart, who enforces worship of the first beast. (ESV Study Bible)

c. [13:1] Rome came “from the sea” from the vantage point of the eastern Empire, although the image itself is borrowed from Daniel 7:3. ¶ Emperors bore titles such as “divine” (“god,” on Asian coins) and “son of a god” (i.e., of the preceding ruler), and Domitian demanded the address “Lord and God,” thus “blasphemous names” here. (IVP BBC NT)

i. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. (Daniel 7:3 ESV)

d. [13:2] John uses components from several of Daniel’s beasts (Dan 7:3-7; which were a winged lion, a bear, a winged leopard and a beast with iron teeth) to create a composite of oppressive evil, evoking the worst feelings his hearers would have toward Rome and all oppressive political powers. (ibid)

e. [13:3] Much of the passage can be explained by the beast’s imitating God as a false god, hence the pseudoresurrection here. But many commentators have also seen reference here to the myth that Nero, who apparently died in a.d. 68, was alive and would return. (ibid)

f. [13:3]The beast falsely imitates the Lamb, “standing, as though it had been slain” (5:6; cf. chart). Rome, the manifestation of the beast in John’s day, seemed to have been mortally wounded by Nero’s suicide (a.d. 68) and the civil chaos that followed, but experienced a “resurrection” in the reigns of Vespasian and his sons Titus and Domitian. Then in Domitian’s reign (a.d. 81–96), Nero’s beastly persecution of the church also revived. Many interpreters think this verse also predicts a future remarkable recovery of the Antichrist from a deadly wound, a deceptive attempt to parallel Christ’s resurrection. (ESV Study Bible)

g. [13:4] The worshipers’ question copies Israel’s praise of the Lord after the exodus (Ex. 15:11), reinforcing the beast’s arrogant claim to divine honors. It also mirrors the acclamation often given to Caesar as he entered cities. (ibid)

i. “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?” (Exodus 15:11 ESV)

h. [13:5-6] The proud mouth is the sort of imagery that later fed into the antichrist traditions (Daniel 7:8, 20, 25; Daniel 11:36; 1 Macc. 1:24) (IVP BBC NT)

i. [13:6] The identification of God’s dwelling as those who dwell in heaven confirms that the measured sanctuary (11:1) symbolized the worshipers in it. (ESV Study Bible)

4. Drama Continues
a. New character – beast from the sea (v1-3a)

i. Rising from the sea – sea is one of the areas where dragon still reigns; implies dragon has called this beast up

1. Parallel: Rising from the abyss of 11:7

2. Abyss and sea are often synonymous as abode of demons

ii. Description

1. Similarities to some of dragon’s description in ch. 12

2. Similarities to beasts in Daniel’s vision (ch 7)

3. Unique to this vision – a mortal wound that was healed

4. Dragon gives this beast power and throne and authority

a. Dragon does not directly prosecute the war, but delegates

b. New character – the whole earth (v3b-4)

i. Marvels at the beast’s healing

ii. Follows after the beast

iii. Worships the dragon and the beast

iv. Asks the question “Who is like the beast and who can fight against it?”
1. “Who is like Rome?” asked of emperor 

2. Echoes of “Who is like God?” (Micha’el – 12:7)

c. Beast’s actions (v5-7)

i. Blasphemous names (v1), given mouth to speak blasphemous words, speak blasphemies against God, blaspheme his name and his dwelling

1. Primary weapon: words

2. God’ dwelling: those who dwell in heaven

3. Allusion to tabernacle/temple – measured in 11:1

ii. Given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation

1. Jesus ransomed people for God from every tribe, language, people, nation (5:9)

iii. Allowed to exercise authority for 42 months

1. 3-1/2 years, 1,260 days

2. Period of Jesus’ ministry

3. The period given to the dragon 

d. New character: saints (v7)

i. Beast makes war against; parallel to war against two witnesses (11:7)

ii. The beast is allowed to conquer the saints

1. Parallel to the witnesses being slain (11:7)
2. Parallel to the slain saints of letters (2:10, 13)

3. Parallel to the slain asking “how long?” (6:9-10)

4. Parallel to the trampling of the outer court of temple (11:2)

e. Result (v8)

i. All who dwell on the earth (whole earth of v3) worship the beast

1. Those whose names are not in the Lamb’s book of life

f. Are saints the same as those who dwell in heaven?

i. What is clear: Saints are not part of “those who dwell on the earth” or “the whole earth”
ii. The dragon and the beast appear to have some power over the saints

iii. However, the “measuring” of the temple in ch 11 was an allusion to God’s protection around his people

1. Yet, part of the temple is not measured and gets trampled

iv. Saints are slain in Revelation, they are called to endure and remain faithful

v. Reminder: Revelation discusses a group, rather than individuals

vi. The best answer may be, “both”

1. The church’s future is secure, certain, and protected

2. But God allows the effects and purposes/desires of sin and evil to confront the church

g. Exhortation (v9-10)

i. Likely a commentary added by John

ii. “If anyone has an ear, let him hear…”
1. Similar phrase repeated at end of each of the seven letters

iii. Describes the inevitability of oppression of God’s people by those opposed to them

iv. “Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints”

1. First of four “calls”

5. More on “Saints”

a. This is the group the dragon makes war against

b. “Those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus” (12:17)

i. Who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. (Revelation 1:2 ESV)

ii. I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Revelation 1:9 ESV)

iii. When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. (Revelation 6:9 ESV)

iv. Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. (Revelation 14:12 ESV)

v. Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4 ESV)

c. “Commandment” and “Word” can be synonymous

i. The “Ten Commandments” are literally, “Ten Words
” 

ii. “Word” -> logos can refer to an imperative given by someone

d. Have any commands (imperatives) been given in Revelation to the church?

i. The Seven Letters contain unique imperatives in each

ii. Each also commands, “He who has an ear, let him hear” (c.f., 13:9)

iii. All except letter to Sardis contain explicit acknowledgement of and/or exhortation toward endurance, tribulation, persecution

e. Letter to Philadelphia

i. Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. (Revelation 3:10 ESV)

f. The promise to conquerors

i. There is a promise given in each letter to those who conquer

ii. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Revelation 12:11 ESV)

g. Putting it all together…

i. The description of the saints as those who keep the commandments of God

1. Seems best to interpret this as referring to “patient endurance” and the imperatives given to each of the churches in the seven letters

ii. Testimony

1. Most likely candidate is the Book of Revelation
2. Related would be the gospel about/from Jesus

3. The revelation of Jesus, his character, his work, his relationship to his people, and how he is dealing with the problem of evil

6. Summary

a. Plot continues

i. The war that the dragon wages against the woman and her offspring is delegated to a beast rising from the sea

ii. Those who dwell on the earth worship the beast and the dragon

iii. The saints (collective singular) experience the beast’s anger

iv. The saints are slain and called to patiently endure it
b. Saints both dwell (tabernacle) in heaven (as conquerors), but are physically present on earth (exposed to oppression and persecution, but do not dwell there)

c. Saints are identified as such because they patiently endure and hold and testify to the faithfulness of Jesus that is revealed in Revelation

d. These chapters fill in details from earlier parts in Revelation

�Word of God -> commandment. “Word” as used in Rev 1:2, 9; 6:9; 20:4 can imply an imperative, a command





Similarities in phrasing of “word of God and testimony of Jesus” to “commandment of God and testimony of Jesus” -> Rev 1:2, 9; 6:9; 12:17; 14:12; 20:4





Commands given in the letters to seven churches: imperatives in each letter, “he who has an ear, let him hear”, call for endurance. This is echoed in Rev 13:9, 10. 





Rev. 3:10 reads, “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance…” tying together all of the above.





Results of holding fast is conquering. Rev. 12:11; rewards described in the seven letters. C.f., Rev 15:2; 21:7.


�Not that this is proof that “commandments” refer to the Decalogue.


�John does not explicitly refer to the Torah/Law in Revelation. It would be odd to apply “commandments” here to the Decalogue. John certainly makes allusions to the Exodus story but more as a pattern and emotional connection than specific symbolism.





