Book of Revelation
28 – Beast from the Earth
[The Second Beast]


[11] Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. [12] It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence,[f1] and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. [13] It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, [14] and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of[f2] the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. [15] And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. [16] Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave,[f3] to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, [17] so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. [18] This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.[f4]

(Revelation 13:11-18 ESV)

[Footnotes]

======================================================= 

[1] 13:12 Or on its behalf

[2] 13:14 Or on behalf of

[3] 13:16 Greek bondservant

[4] 13:18 Some manuscripts 616

Outline

1. Plot Review
a. Rev 12

i. Dragon [Satan] seeks to destroy woman [God’s servants, collective] and offspring, but male child [Jesus] caught up to throne of God. Dragon pursues woman, who is given shelter in the wilderness. The dragon loses authority to accuse the saints in the heavens, but retains power to wage war against saints on earth and sea. The dragon seeks to war against the woman, but creation comes to her rescue. The dragon turns his attention away from the woman and to her remaining offspring.

b. Rev 13

i. Dragon calls up a beast from the sea in which is vested the power and authority of the dragon. This beast appears to have been resurrected from a deadly wound [parallels to rumors regarding Nero’s death and supposed future return]. Those who dwell on the earth [those whose names are not in the Lamb’s book of life] worship this beast and follow after it. The beast wages war on behalf of the dragon, against the woman’s offspring. This war is waged through words of blasphemy against those who dwell in heaven. The beast is allowed to make war against and “conquer” the saints [although from earlier in Rev we know that the real conquerors are the saints].

ii. Saints represent, not individuals, but the collective group known as the martyr church.

1. Martyrdom is not literal, but figurative, in terms of oppression and the effect it has on the portrayal of Jesus Christ to the world.

2. Saints described as those who keep (or hold to) the commandments (or word) of God and those who have (or hold to) the testimony (or witness) of Jesus

a. The commands given to the church are found in the Letters to the Seven Churches

b. The primary command, reiterated in Rev. 13:10 is the command to patiently endure and keep their trust in Jesus

c. The witness, or testimony, seems to refer most directly to the book of Revelation and its purpose: to describe Jesus, his victory over sin, that saints have nothing to fear, and the work going on behind the scenes on behalf of the saints

2. Characters in Rev 13:11-18
a. Second beast, a beast from the earth

i. Two horns like a lamb

ii. Speaks like a dragon. 

iii. Has the authority of the first beast

iv. Makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast

v. Performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth

vi. Gives “life” to the image of the first beast

vii. Is identified with a number: 666

b. Those who dwell on the earth

i. Worships the first beast

ii. Is deceived by the second beast

iii. Makes an image of the first beast

c. Those who would not worship the image

i. Slain by the second beast for their refusal to worship the first beast

d. All – both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave

i. Marked on the right hand or the forehead

ii. Allowed to buy and sell because of the marks


3. Background data
a. [13:11-18] Although most of the details of Rev. 13:1-10 could apply to the emperor of John’s day, and via him to totalitarian regimes throughout history, some of the details of Rev. 13:11-18 suggest that John consciously anticipates its ultimate fulfillment in an emperor yet to come (Rev. 17:11). (IVP BBC NT)

b. [13:11-12] The beast “from the earth,” as opposed to “from the sea” (Rev. 13:1), is often thought to be the local provincial council who supervised the imperial cult in Asia, as opposed to the Roman administration… The “horned lamb” probably parodies Christ (Rev. 5:6); the two horns might reflect the power of ancient Persia in Daniel 8:6. Fire from heaven parodies and so apparently relativizes the miraculous power of God’s witnesses (Rev. 11:5), as Pharaoh’s magicians tried to do with Moses’ miracles as long as they could (Exodus 7:11, 22; Exodus 8:7, 18; cf. 2 Kings 18:33-35). (IVP BBC NT)

c. [13:13] John apparently envisions a future blending of anti-Christian state religion and occult power, both of which existed mainly separately in his own day. His source for this view is undoubtedly Jesus (Matthew 24:24; 2 Thes. 2:9), and he has Old Testament precedent for the occult powers in the service of an anti-God ruler repressing God’s people (Exodus 7:11, 22). (IVP BBC NT)
d. [13:14-15] Some magicians simulated the moving and speaking of idols… Hearing the extent to which the world can be deceived by false religion and state propaganda would evoke familiar discomfort in John’s first Christian readers (cf. Deut. 13:1-2). The demand to worship the image, which to the authorities symbolized appropriate loyalty to the state but to the Christians would symbolize apostasy, resembled the situation the Maccabean martyrs had faced (cf. 1 Macc. 1:50-51) and especially the conflicts faced by Daniel and his three friends (Daniel 3, 6). (IVP BBC NT)

e. [13:14-15] An “image” (eikon) was a cult statue set up to promote the worship of a god or of a deified emperor (cf. Dan 3:1 LXX: eikon). The idea that such statues could be animated through magical rituals was common in the ancient world… (RNT)

f. [13:16-17] A Greco-Egyptian king had similarly required Jews to be branded with the ivy leaf, the emblem of Dionysus…; this is likewise a mark of ownership, a brand or tattoo indicating to which god or empire one belongs… ¶ Like the other markings in Revelation, it seems to be symbolic…; some Jewish texts speak of a symbolic mark of destruction on the forehead of the wicked (Psalms of Solomon 15:9—see glossary entry for Psalms of Solomon) in contrast to the mark of the righteous (Rev. 15:6)… But the text may simply imply a figurative slave brand identifying to whom a person belongs—God or the world. Participation in idolatry appeared to be almost an economic necessity in many cities in Asia Minor (see comment on Rev. 2:18-29), and John warns that commercial discrimination would grow more severe, alongside the graver danger of martyrdom. (IVP BBC NT)

g. [13:16-17] The Israelites bore God’s law on their hands and foreheads to signify his authority over their deeds and thoughts (Deut. 6:8). Neither the beast’s mark nor the seal of God on believers’ foreheads (cf. Rev. 7:3; 14:1; cf. also Ex. 28:36–38; Ezek. 9:4) have to be understood as physical features, though they may be that. Both symbolize the spiritual control of heart allegiance and behavior, either by the beast or by the Lamb; but God’s seal secures safety. (ESVSB)

i. “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-8 ESV)

h. [13:18] This verse is a typically cryptic apocalyptic riddle (cf. Matthew 24:15). Six hundred sixty-six is a triangular number, but most ancient readers would not know that. It has been thought a parody on the divine number, seven; this is possible, but scholars more often turn to another explanation. “Counting a name” or word was an easy practice in Greek and Hebrew, which used letters as specific numbers (later Jewish teachers often played with the numerical values of words; this form of calculation was known as gematria.) Many ingenious proposals have been made for the meaning of “666”; Irenaeus, a second-century Christian scholar, listed among the possibilities “Lateinos” (Rome as the final kingdom). ¶ But the most popular proposal among scholars today is “Nero Caesar.” Although his name comes out to 1,005 in Greek (which would have been obvious, because a familiar wordplay on that number of his name had circulated throughout the Empire’s graffiti), his name comes out to “666” if transliterated into Hebrew. If John intends an allusion to Nero here (see comment on Rev. 13:1-10), either he expects his readers to know to switch to Hebrew letters (probably with the help of more skilled members of the congregation), or he and they had already used “666” in this manner. (IVP BBC NT)
i. [13:18] The second exhortation centers on the number of the beast. The challenge is for "wisdom" (cf. 17: 9) to "calculate" the number (13: 18). John gives two clues. The first is that it is "a human number," rather than a divine one (cf. 21: 17): it can be calculated by a person. The second is that the number is 666 (13: 18). ¶ Probably nothing in Revelation has spawned a wider array of interpretations than 666 as the mark of the beast. The reader must keep two points in mind, both of which are often lost on modern interpreters. First, in Revelation the number is "six hundred sixty- six," not three sixes side by side. Second, as with everything else in the book, John expected his readers to make sense out of this number. But even keeping these two points in mind, it is not easy to grasp how John's readers would have understood the number. A common approach to "calculating" 666 is to use gematria- a practice attested in John's day for assigning a number to a name… A common scholarly interpretation of 666 is that it refers to the Emperor Nero. But the fact that this suggestion requires that the Greek form "Neron Caesar" be transliterated into Hebrew with a defective spelling, along with the fact that John wrote in Greek to readers who probably could not read Hebrew in the first place, renders this interpretation doubtful. Given the symbolic use of numbers throughout the book, however, perhaps this one is intended symbolically as well. Seven is the number of completeness throughout Revelation; perhaps six is intended to suggest incompleteness. But why six hundred sixty- six? The Christian editor of Sibylline Oracles, Book 1, observed that the number of the name "Jesus" (I ê sous) is 888 (I =10, ê =8, s =200, o =70, u =400, s =200; Sibylline Oracles 1. 324- 29). Perhaps the idea is that 666 falls short of 888. (RNT)

4. What might this all mean?
a. Interpretation A (Historical)
i. Dragon ( Satan; Sea Beast ( Rome (pagan and religious); Earth Beast ( United States

b. Interpretation B (Counterfeit Trinity)

i. Dragon ( Satan, counterfeit of God; Sea Beast ( A counterfeit of Jesus; Earth Beast ( A counterfeit of the Holy Spirit

c. Interpretation C (Counterfeit Salvation)

i. Dragon ( Satan, counterfeit of God; Sea Beast ( A counterfeit Jesus; Earth Beast ( counterfeit saints

d. How would John’s readers in the seven churches have seen this passage?
i. Cult of emperor worship very strong in this region

ii. First beast (sea) seen as representing the imperial cult, the institution of the emperor

iii. Second beast (earth) seen as representing all who promoted the imperial cult (first beast), such as the provincial council and the local imperial priesthood

iv. Imperial temple in Ephesus served as a hub for the city and the region, unifying citizens

1. Non-participation looked upon, at minimum, with deep suspicion

2. Potential economic and social fallout from non-participation

3. Enormous pressure to participate

e. Character comparisons

	Dragon
	God

	Has throne (13:2)
	Has throne (4:2-5, 9-10; 5:1, 7)

	Gives throne and authority to the first beast (13:2)
	Permits Lamb to take the scroll (5:5-7); shares throne with Lamb (7:9-12; 11:15-16)

	Worshiped along with the first beast (13:4)
	Worshiped alongside the Lamb (5:13-14)

	Has a name (13:17)
	Has a name (3:12; 13:6)


	First beast
	Lamb

	Ten horns and seven heads (13:1)
	Seven horns and seven eyes (5:6)

	Receives throne and authority from the dragon (13:2)
	Takes scroll from one seated upon throne (5:7) and shares throne (7:9-12; 11:15-16)

	A mortal would that was healed (13:2, 12, 14) and lived (13:14)
	Lamb was slain but stood again (5:6); it died and lived (1:18; 2:8)

	Men worship the dragon and the first beast (13:4, 8)
	All of creation worships the one seated on the throne and the Lamb (5:13-14)

	Reigns for forty-two months (13:5)
	Reigns for ever and ever (11:15)

	Authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation (13:7)
	Ransomed people from every tribe and tongue and people and nation (5:9)


	Second beast
	Saints/Church

	Duration of reign of first beast, thus activity of the second beast: forty-two months (13:5)
	Duration of the activity of the two witnesses is 1,260 days or 42 months (11:3)

	Does miracles (13:13, 15)
	Two witnesses do miracles (11:5-6)

	Makes fire come down from heaven (13:13)
	Two witnesses makes fire come out of their mouths (11:5)

	Causes the image of the first beast to speak (13:15)
	Two witnesses speak (prophesy) for God (11:3, 6)

	Causes those who refuse to worship the first beast to be slain (13:15)
	Two witnesses kill their foes (11:5)

	Will later be called the false prophet (16:13; 19:20)
	Two witnesses are called prophets (11:10)


f. Key Comparison Elements

	Counterfeit
	True

	Dragon and first beast seek worship
	Only God and the Lamb are worthy of worship

	First beast portrays a death and resurrection
	Only the Lamb has truly died and come back to life

	“Who is like the beast?”
	“Who is worthy?”

	Cannot open the scroll or look into it
	Lamb can take the scroll and open it

	Reign of first beast lasts a mere 42 months
	Reign of God and Lamb lasts forever

	Second beast pretends to be associated with the Lamb by having “two horns like a lamb” (13:11)
	Lamb has seven horns (5:6); the Church is associated with the Lamb through his death

	Second beast can only “mark” his servants
	God “seals” his servants on their foreheads


5. Summary

a. Chapter 13 describes a counterfeit of God, Jesus, and the Church

i. The dragon’s primary weapon is deception and accusation

b. People worship the counterfeit object

i. Because they refuse to admit these are counterfeits (c.f., 9:20)

ii. They willingly accept the mark

c. Dragon, through the first beast, utters blasphemies and shows a force of power
i. Attempt to discredit God, the Lamb, and the Church

ii. Attempt to show that the dragon is the authority in control

d. Dragon is not in control

i. Dragon does succeed in deceiving people, but only those whose names are not in the book of life

ii. Both the first and second beasts are “allowed” (divine passive) their powers; God is the one allowing

iii. It is a time of judgment against the sea and land, when the message of the little scroll is proclaimed (10:2, 5, 11)

1. Angel is shown as standing on the sea and land; the beasts are not in control of either

e. John’s message to fellow believers is that although visibly it would appear that powers against God are on the rise and even conquering his people, in the background God still retains ultimately power and authority. Judgment may not be plainly visible, but nevertheless it is being carried out. God’s people need not fear, but only patiently endure, because their names are in the Lamb’s book of life and they have been sealed.
