Book of Revelation
33 – The Fall of Babylon, Part 1
(Revelation 18:1-8 ESV)


[18:1] After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made bright with his glory. [2] And he called out with a mighty voice,


“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!



She has become a dwelling place for demons,


a haunt for every unclean spirit,



a haunt for every unclean bird,



a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.


[3] For all nations have drunk



the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality,


and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her,



and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.”


[4] Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,


“Come out of her, my people,



lest you take part in her sins,


lest you share in her plagues;


[5] for her sins are heaped high as heaven,



and God has remembered her iniquities.


[6] Pay her back as she herself has paid back others,



and repay her double for her deeds;



mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.


[7] As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,



so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,


since in her heart she says,



‘I sit as a queen,


I am no widow,



and mourning I shall never see.’


[8] For this reason her plagues will come in a single day,



death and mourning and famine,


and she will be burned up with fire;



for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.”

1. Some reminders
a. Revelation as symbolic drama

i. There is hyperbole and fantastic images

ii. Literalness should not be assumed

b. Revelation borrows language and images from the Old Testament

i. Jesus and the Church as new depictions of OT prophecies

ii. Not allegory – the new exhibits characteristics described by the old, but does not follow every detail

iii. Language and images used to connect new depictions back to old ideas – not necessary that every (or perhaps any) detail will take place

c. Revelation depicts a conflict between two systems of government

i. It is not (primarily) about physical, individual Christians against physical oppressors
ii. It is about God’s/Jesus’ principles of (restorative) justice vs. Satan’s principles of (punitive) justice

1. Restorative justice: destroying the works of the devil and sin so that humans can be freed from fear (particularly of death) to serve God

2. Punitive justice: giving what each person deserves (which is subtly but vastly different from getting what is deserved) based upon their actions; service is based upon fear of what is coming
iii. It is about the worship of each respective system and the inevitable results of each type of worship
iv. It is about the temptation, faced by God’s people (Church), to buy into the world’s system of justice and worshiping it (say as a way of reducing oppression, gaining respectability, gaining influence, improving her finances, increasing her numbers)


2. Brief review
a. Rev 14 – Three angels announcing judgment on Babylon

b. Rev 15 – Interlude where plagues (judgment) given to seven angels

c. Rev 16 – Seven angels pour out bowls of wrath

i. Description of false worship and its results

ii. Compare to the description of true worship given by first angel of Rev 14

d. Rev 17 – The Great Prostitute and the Beast

i. Description of the source and motivations of false worship

ii. False worship destroys itself

iii. Compare to proclamation against Babylon by second angel of Rev 14


3. Revelation 18
a. Begins with “Fallen, fallen…” echoing second angel of Rev 14

b. Continues with the execution of judgment; compare with third angel of Rev 14

c. John told that he would be shown the judgment (Rev 17:1), but was first shown a description of Babylon – now he is finally shown the judgment

d. “Come out of her, my people…”

i. Puzzling seeing a warning here since a clear distinction has been made between servants of God and those who are not (and these do not repent)
ii. Seems, then, to fit best with the letters to the seven churches, where exhortations to faithfulness are given to God’s people

iii. Chronology is fluid in Revelation; i.e., prophecies cannot be assigned to a particular period in time in earth’s history, but rather all messages should be seen as more-or-less applicable throughout church history

1. The current prophecy is most directly applicable to the Church at John’s time in its relation to Rome

iv. The system that Babylon represents is to be judged, that it will destroy itself, and a warning to God’s people (Church) to stay clear from its enticements

e. Second part of Rev 18 consists of three funeral dirges lamenting Babylon’s fall
f. Third part of Rev 18 and first part of Rev 19 is a description of heaven rejoicing over Babylon’s fall and utter destruction

4. Why is Babylon judged? (Rev 18:1-8)

a. Old Testament allusions

i. Against Babylon (especially Isa 13:1-22; 14:3-23; 47:1-5; and Jer 50:1-51:64) 
ii. Against Edom (Isa 34:1-17)
iii. Against Tyre (Ezek 26:1-28:19)

b. Another angel, with great authority ( importance of what follows

i. This is what the entire book of Revelation, up to this point, has been looking forward to

ii. It is the answer to the cries of the saints, “How long?” (6:10)
iii. It fulfills the promise that judgment will happen without delay (10:6)
c. Fallen, fallen ( 14:8
d. Unclean spirit ( from the mouths of the dragon, beast, and false prophet (16:13-14)

i. They are also demonic spirits

e. Destroyed city inhabited by unclean beasts ( Isa 13:21-22; 14:23; 34:11, 13-15; Jer 9:11; 50:39)

f. Reasons for Babylon’s fall (v3)
i. All nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality (c.f., 14:8)

1. Reminder: sexual immorality is metaphorical

2. Cities cannot commit sexual immorality

3. Rev 2:20-22 – Jezebel and sexual immorality; attempted seduction of God’s servants

4. Temptation for the Church: power, respectability, influence, security, etc.

a. These things are “intoxicating”

b. The world operates on these principles

ii. The kings of earth have committed immorality with her (c.f., 17:2)

iii. The merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living

1. “Merchants” are a new introduction to Revelation
2. “Luxurious” ( στρῆνος (strēnos)

a. Only occurrence in entire Bible

b. Can mean luxury or sensuality; also delicacy with a connotation of strength
3. NET translates this phrase as: “the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the power of her sensual behavior”

4. The indictment is not about wealth itself, but about the power it can “buy”

iv. “Taken together, the three elements that constitute the reasons for Babylon's fall reveal a wealthy trade center that garners the admiration, if not envy, of kings, merchants, and nations, all of whom align themselves with her in one way or another. Conspicuous by its absence in this description is any mention of the city's gods – i.e., Babylon is not condemned for idolatry but for its influence on the rest of the world. Could this be an indication that one of most pressing concerns in the book is that of accommodation to the socioeconomic enticements of the Roman Empire?” (Reading Revelation: Reading the New Testament Series)

g. Come out… ( Jer 51:45

i. Call to come out of a doomed city a common OT theme (Isa 48:20; 52:11; Jer 50:8; 51:6; Zech 2:6-7)

ii. Her sins ( reference to previous verse (v3)

iii. Her plagues ( connects this scene with the trumpets and bowls

h. Sins heaped high, God remembers her iniquities

i. Recall earlier in Rev: God’s mercy had prevented full effects of judgment from falling

ii. Those whose principles of justice are based on merit (i.e., deserving of earlier actions) rather than mercy, will receive what they sowed (c.f., Hos 8:7)

iii. God does not have to “cause” judgment; judgment is the natural consequences of principles followed to their logical end

iv. God “remembering” is then that of removing mercy that forestalls consequences from taking place

i. Pay her back… repay her double… mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed
i. The “wine” she used to tempt others will be used on her

ii. The principles she promoted will be used on her

iii. Double portion ( Jer 16:18

j. She glorified herself and lived in luxury… I sit as a queen… and mourning I shall never see

i. Arrogance and boasting; Babylon feels secure in her ways

ii. Her foundations for security will be revealed to be empty

1. When they are gone she will lose her power and security, and instead will find torment and mourning

iii. 7 You said, “I shall be mistress [queen] forever,” so that you did not lay these things to heart or remember their end. 8 Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, who say in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of children”: 9 These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day; the loss of children and widowhood shall come upon you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries and the great power of your enchantments. (Isa 47:7-9)

1. Reason Babylon falls

a. Placing herself as the supreme being

b. Rejecting natural orders and consequences

c. Putting (a) and (b) together: Trusting in one’s own efforts to attempt to alter God’s established ways, and believing that is possible
k. Her plagues will come in a single day

i. The dirges will use “single hour”

ii. Time is fluid – not to be literally understood

iii. The meaning is clear: destruction will come swiftly once God’s mercy is removed

l. She will be burned up with fire

i. Doomed cities in OT said to be burned up with fire (Isa 47:14; Jer 34:22; 51:58; Ezek 28:18)

ii. Ten horns and the beast turns on the prostitute and burns her up (17:16)

m. Mighty is the Lord God who has judged her

i. Babylon claimed power, but it is now seen that God is the one who actually holds power

ii. God’s judgment is allowing the principles that one trusts in to take their natural course and to reveal the end results

5. Summary
a. This is the beginning of what the saints have longed to see – the revealing of what is righteous vs. what is evil

b. It is a look into the future as a warning to the present – “Come out…” is not for the future but for the present audience

c. The sin of Babylon is self-reliance 

i. The results of self-reliance include arrogance, rejection of God and his ways, promotion of herself and her powers as something for others to “worship”

