Book of Revelation
34 – The Fall of Babylon, Part 2

(Revelation 18:9-19)


[9] And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. [10] They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,


“Alas! Alas! You great city,



you mighty city, Babylon!


For in a single hour your judgment has come.”


[11] And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, [12] cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, [13] cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.


[14] “The fruit for which your soul longed



has gone from you,


and all your delicacies and your splendors



are lost to you,



never to be found again!”


[15] The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud,


[16] “Alas, alas, for the great city



that was clothed in fine linen,


in purple and scarlet,



adorned with gold,


with jewels, and with pearls!


[17] For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”


And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off [18] and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,


“What city was like the great city?”


[19] And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,


“Alas, alas, for the great city



where all who had ships at sea



grew rich by her wealth!


For in a single hour she has been laid waste.

1. Review

a. John being shown judgment against Babylon (17:1)

i. Babylon a metaphor for Rome of John’s time

ii. Her problem: sexual immorality, and the wine of her sexual immorality

1. The nations, the kings of the earth, the merchants have participated

2. Sexual immorality: taking part in the false premise of worldly power, prestige, influence, respectability
3. Wine of sexual immorality: the intoxicating temptation of the false premise

4. Babylon lives in the power of luxury, sensuality

a. She claims to be above natural consequences of actions, and is even able to alter consequences

b. She claims to have the power to offer easy living to all who accept and participate in her ways

5. Her sin is self-reliance

iii. Judgment on Babylon

1. Evil turns on itself (17:15-17)

2. God’s removal of hand of his mercy allows full consequences to take effect

3. It will take place surprisingly quickly (18:8)

4. The result is sin (faithlessness/self-reliance) is shown for what it is, and God’s ways are shown to be the only path to life

a. This is what the saints have been calling for all along

b. The saints do not call for vengeance upon the oppressors, but rather a vindication of God and their trust in him

c. Difference between two views of justice: punitive vs. restorative
iv. Judgment on Babylon is concluded

2. Next section of Revelation 18: Three Funeral Dirges
a. As the ancient Greek chorus interpreted actions in a drama, so a succession of speakers explains the significance of the prostitute's desolation as she is deserted by the beast that once supported her and the kings who once adored her (ESV Study Bible)

i. Another reason to not read Revelation as describing events that must literally take place

b. John borrows from Ezekiel 26-28, an oracle against Tyre

c. About Tyre from Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible:

i. Phoenician port and kingdom located on an island originally situated some 700 m. (1300 ft.) off- shore and ca. 35 km. (22 mi.) S of Sidon.
ii. The ancient city had two havens: the northern harbor and the southern (Egyptian) harbor.
iii. Unlike other Phoenician kingdoms, Tyre seems not to have capitulated to the Assyrian king Tiglath- pileser I.

iv. During his siege of Tyre in 332, Alexander the Great was able to capture the city by constructing a mole to connect the island to the mainland.
v. The primary pursuit of the Tyrian- Israelite pact was to secure large quantities of luxury goods by means of joint maritime ventures on both the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. One such allied fleet sailed to Tarshish (south Spain) to secure precious metals, ivory, and exotic animals (1 Kgs. 10: 22 =2 Chr. 9: 21), while the Red Sea fleet journeyed to Ophir (location uncertain) to acquire gold, timber, and precious stone (1 Kgs. 9: 26- 28; 10: 11; 2 Chr. 8: 17- 18).

d. What we can infer from Ezekiel, about Tyre:
i. It had extensive fortifications (walls, towers)

ii. It had a powerful navy

iii. Consequently she probably believed herself invulnerable to outside attack

1. But she falls to a more powerful military force

iv. It was a central hub for trade

v. She was able to purchase mercenaries from nations about

vi. Consequently she probably believed herself indispensable to the surrounding nations’ economies

1. But ambitions of other nations turn them against her

vii. She trusts in her power over the sea

1. But the sea turns against her

viii. The oracle against the prince of Tyre in Ezekiel 28:1-10

1. He sees himself as powerful as the gods – he believes he has the power to control events, nations, commerce, peoples

2. His security/faith is on his ability to generate wealth 

ix. A lament over the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28:11-19

1. Preoccupation with wealth led to reliance on violence (force)
a. This was his sin

2. Wisdom was misused for personal gain through abuse of others

x. Oracle concludes with lasting security only being found in the Lord God


3. Pattern of dirges

a. Subject – reason for subject’s mourning

b. Subject stands far off – in fear of torment

i. Afraid that they will be next

c. “Alas, alas…” – what Babylon offered to the subject

d. “For in a single hour…”
i. C.f., “single day” (8)


4. Dirge 1 (9-10)
a. Subject: Kings of the earth

b. Reason for mourning: They were partners with Babylon in promoting her as source of security and wealth

i. Even though they turned against Babylon (17:16), they mourn because not only Babylon, but the principles she promoted are also shown to be false

c. What Babylon offered: Might, power


5. Dirge 2 (11-17a)
a. Subject: Merchants of the earth

b. Reason for mourning: Commerce has died

c. What Babylon offered: Wealth, luxury
d. The longest of the dirges, with a center section not present in the other two

i. A long catalog of the merchants’ wares, echoing catalog found in Ezekiel 27

ii. Catalog ends with “Slaves, that is, human souls”

1. Slaves [σῶμα sōma]: physical body

2. Souls [ψυχή psychē]: person

3. The abuse of people, reducing them to mere human resources

iii. Verse 14 is a parenthetical comment


6. Dirge 3 (17b-19)
a. Subject: All who work in the sea trade

b. Reason for mourning: Their means of living is gone

c. What Babylon offered: Wealth, security

d. They ask, “What city was like the great city?” (18b)

i. Echo of 13:4, “Who is like the beast…?”

ii. If the great city can be defeated and destroyed, what about the beast?

7. Interpretation/Summary
a. The dominant- though by no means only- element in the description of Babylon in this section has been the economic element… Once again, one should not press the details literally here. But at the same time one cannot help but notice the parallels between the arrogance of Babylon and that of the church at Laodicea, which prided itself on its prosperity. There are also strong parallels to the situation in the church at Thyatira, where "Jezebel's" false teaching might be connected with participation in trade guilds. The reader also remembers the mark of the beast, without which one cannot buy or sell. Add to these virtually no interest in this section on military prowess or idolatry, and the reader can infer only that the economic emphasis must be more than simply traditional. John's readers are, at least in part, being enticed by the socioeconomic system of Rome. Hence, they need to "come out" of her. Perhaps this is why the "judgment of the great harlot" takes precedence even over the judgment of the beast, the false prophet, and the dragon in this section, both in terms of space allotted and in terms of John's initial orientation to his third "in the Spirit" experience in 17:1. It is the temptation to accommodate to the surrounding culture, as much as (more than?) the threat of outright persecution, that is the most serious problem faced by the seven churches of Asia. (Reading Revelation – RNT Series)

b. Revelation reveals the answer to the question asked by every generation, “Where can lasting security be found?”

c. Revelation reveals false sources of security and their ultimate end

i. Wealth and luxury: temporal, destroyed

ii. Power, prestige, and influence: until someone stronger and/or more charismatic comes along
iii. Human wisdom and reasoning: can fail
iv. Force and violence (used to both promote and protect one’s interests): will be used against the one using them
v. Self-gratification and self-aggrandizement: deceptions to mask reality
d. The message of Revelation – to choose rightly who/what to worship – is applicable throughout Church history, not just to the “end time”
i. It is, firstly, about Rome, but applicable beyond her

ii. Each generation faces the same temptations and choices

