Book of Revelation
35 – The Fall of Babylon, Part 3

(Revelation 18:20-19:5 ESV)


[20] Rejoice over her, O heaven,



and you saints and apostles and prophets,


for God has given judgment for you against her!”


[21] Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,


“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,



and will be found no more;


[22] and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,



will be heard in you no more,


and a craftsman of any craft



will be found in you no more,


and the sound of the mill



will be heard in you no more,


[23] and the light of a lamp



will shine in you no more,


and the voice of bridegroom and bride



will be heard in you no more,


for your merchants were the great ones of the earth,



and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.


[24] And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,



and of all who have been slain on earth.”

[Rejoicing in Heaven]


[19:1] After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,


“Hallelujah!


Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,



[2] for his judgments are true and just;


for he has judged the great prostitute



who corrupted the earth with her immorality,


and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”


[3] Once more they cried out,


“Hallelujah!


The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”


[4] And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” [5] And from the throne came a voice saying,


“Praise our God,



all you his servants,


you who fear him,



small and great.”

1. Review
a. Part 1: Description of and rationale for Babylon’s fall 

i. Utter destruction and desertion

ii. She gave nations, kings, and merchants power and wealth

iii. A warning to the Church to not succumb to her offers of power and wealth

iv. Babylon’s sin: she claims to be the supreme power who has the power to offer wealth, stability, and security; she claims immunity from natural consequences of her actions

v. Her judgment and destruction will be unbelievably quick – what was seen as unable to fall will fall
vi. God’s power is mightier than Babylon’s

b. Part 2: Three laments for Babylon

i. Her power and her methods of maintaining it have fallen
ii. Her wealth and the means of acquiring them have fallen

iii. Her means of maintaining order to promote trade have fallen

iv. The kings, merchants, and seafarers are not sad that Babylon is gone, but that what she represented – the principles, methods, and means of promoting self-indulgence – have been shown to be powerless

c. Reminder: not about individual people, but about systems (c.f., Eph. 6:12)


2. Part 3 – Aftermath of Judgment 
a. 18:20

i. A parenthetical aside whose main theme will be taken back up in 19:1

ii. “For God has given judgment for you against her”

1. Lit., “God has judged your judgment from her”

2. On the phrase “pronounced judgment” BDAG 567 s.v. κρίμα 4.b states, “The OT is the source of the expr. κρίνειν τὸ κρ. (cp. Zech 7:9; 8:16; Ezk 44:24) ἔκρινεν ὁ θεὸς τὸ κρίμα ὑμῶν ἐξ αὐτῆς God has pronounced judgment for you against her or God has pronounced on her the judgment she wished to impose on you (HHoltzmann, Hdb. 1893 ad loc.) Rv 18:20.” (NET translation note)
3. Continues the theme: evil will reap its own consequences
4. Reminds of Matthew 7:2, “For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you” (ESV)

b. 18:21-24
i. Returns to the judgment narrative

ii. Millstone imagery comes from Jeremiah 51:63-64,

1. When you finish reading this book, tie a stone to it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that I am bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.’” Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. (ESV)

2. Babylon will not rise again

3. Babylon is returned to the primordial chaos (sea) that existed prior to Creation bringing order to chaos

iii. Babylon is deserted (c.f., v2)

1. Devoid of life
2. Ironically, it is death (represented by blood, the symbol of life) of prophets and saints, that are found

3. Blood ( not literal martyrdom, though not dismissing it entirely

a. Part of a “traditional theme”, a literary device, employed by John to describe what he saw

iv. The merchants are now described as the prime instigators of evil

1. All oppressors (Babylon, nations, kings, merchants, seafarers) are equally culpable

2. Revelation points to the socioeconomic system of Babylon as the primary evil that is condemned

a. A single-minded pursuit of power and wealth inevitably leads to oppression and abuse

b. World systems are based on expectation of equal exchange of goods (quid pro quo); God’s system is based on unilateral giving with no expectation of return, equal or otherwise (grace)
v. What Babylon now lacks an interesting counterpoint to what is about to be described (chs. 19-22): songs of praise in heaven, the marriage of the Lamb, the New Jerusalem, light provided by the Lamb, no more deceivers, no more oppressors, life can be “purchased” without commerce

c. 19:1-5
i. Heaven’s song of praise

1. See this as a dramatic stage showing heaven, earth, and sea

2. Earth’s choruses now finished singing their lament

3. The sea becomes Babylon’s grave

4. Heaven’s chorus begins a song of praise

ii. Important to understand saints are not rejoicing over the destruction of individual peoples, but destruction of an oppressive system
iii. Great multitude ( syn., the saints, God’s servants, the 144,000

iv. The saints rejoice because God has been shown to be the source of true power and security; that his ways of working with his creation are just

v. Babylon, the great prostitute, is judged for her corruption of power and justice

1. Leading to oppression of those who would hold to God’s ways

vi. “The smoke from her goes up forever and ever”

1. This is about the false systems of power, not about people
2. i.e., the false system will never rise again
vii. Return to the throne room scene with the twenty-four elders and four living creatures
1. Their praise continues
2. Their last appearance in Revelation
viii. And then a voice from the throne
1. Transitional verse: seems to fit either with previous or next section
2. Whose voice?
3. God himself can’t be say, “Praise our God…”
4. Who else is on the throne? The Lamb 
5. “All you his servants, you who fear him, small and great”
a. Echo from 7th trumpet, 11:18, announcing judgment has commenced:
i. The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth. (ESV)
b. What we are witnessing in Chapter 19 is the conclusion of what was started with the 7th trumpet sounding – the judgment

3. A discussion of socioeconomic systems
a. What does “success” look like?

i. For the world?

ii. For you/me?

iii. For Jesus?

b. Does our view of success determine the socioeconomic system that we adopt and enter into?
c. A summary of Israelite socioeconomic system, prescribed at Sinai

i. Leviticus 25 (plus Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15)

d. Some of the things Jesus said about socioeconomics

i. Luke 12:16-21

ii. Matthew 20:1-16

iii. Matthew 6:11, 19-20, 25-34

iv. John 19:23-27

e. Examples of earliest Christian socioeconomics

i. Acts 4:32-37

ii. Acts 11:27-30

iii. Acts 24:17

iv. 1 Corinthians 16:1

v. Romans 15:25-28, 31

vi. 2 Corinthians 8-9

vii. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12

f. For followers of Jesus, what are reasons for which we work and seek to obtain material goods?
g. What is the raison d’etre for the Church?

i. What does “success” for the Church look like?

ii. Matthew 25:31-46 … ?


4. Summary
a. Revelation is a critique of how the world seeks to establish safety, security, stability and comfort
i. The world can ultimately only offer these to those who have the means to afford it – the means are secured by power, and this kind of power inevitably abuses and dehumanizes those who are under it

b. Revelation is a warning to the Church that her very mission is compromised when she utilizes the world’s methods

i. The Church does not seek safety and security in the physical, temporal kingdom

ii. The Church does not seek stability and comfort, because the temporal kingdom is inherently unstable and comfort only deceives 

iii. The Church already possesses eternal security

iv. The Church is free to use the resources she is lent, not to secure her own future, but to meet the needs of those that have been entrusted into her care
