Book of Revelation
37 – The Millennium
[The Thousand Years]


[20:1] Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. [2] And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, [3] and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.


[4] Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. [5] The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. [6] Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

[The Defeat of Satan]


[7] And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison [8] and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. [9] And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, [10] and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

[Judgment Before the Great White Throne]


[11] Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. [12] And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. [13] And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. [14] Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. [15] And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

(Revelation 20 ESV)

1. Questions… 
a. One Thousand Years ( Millennium

i. Literal years, or a symbolic reference?

ii. Are there any contemporary (to 1st century Christians) reference to 1,000 years?

b. Satan bound for “a thousand years”

i. Why is it necessary for Satan to be bound for a time period when Babylon and the beast were immediately thrown into the Lake of Fire?

ii. Why must he be released afterwards for a little while?

c. Release of Satan

i. How could there be nations for Satan to deceive if they were destroyed and fed to the birds in the immediately preceding narrative (chapter 19)?

ii. Were the beast and false prophet in the Lake of Fire all this time? It seems like they got the worse end of the deal than Satan…

d. The second resurrection

i. How can the dead “stand”? Are they alive before the throne?

ii. Are the death and resurrection literal or symbolic?

e. The books

i. Why two books: “book of deeds” and “book of life”?

ii. Why are the dead judged by the book of deeds, but thrown into the lake of fire based on the absence of their names from the book of life?

f. The Lake of Fire

i. Death and Hades give up the dead that were in them, and then Death and Hades are cast into the Lake of Fire, which is the second death. What is this trying to say about death?


2. Reminders
a. We have consistently interpreted time periods symbolically

b. We have consistently interpreted Revelation symbolically

i. That is to say, it would be inconsistent to suddenly begin pressing a literal language beginning with chapter 20

c. Chronology in Revelation is fluid

d. Revelation frequently provides multiple views into a single event
e. “Martyr” symbolic of the world’s treatment of the Church; i.e., “death” is not necessarily a literal, physical death (consequently, “resurrection” need not be, either)


3. Brief summary of eschatological theories

a. Post-millennialism

i. The gospel spreads and transforms the world during the Millennium. The world gets better and better and at the end of 1,000 years Jesus returns to reign on the earth.
ii. Very few today accept this view

b. Amillennialism

i. Millennium is a symbolic concept, established when Jesus began to reign over the spiritual kingdom of God at his resurrection

ii. The Church Age is the Millennium

iii. Full manifestation of the kingdom awaits Jesus’ return and judgment
iv. Older Christian groups (Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, Orthodox) tend toward this view
c. Pre-millennialism 

i. Resurrection of saints (first resurrection) takes place and together with saints who are alive, are raptured

1. Pre-tribulationists believe this occurs before the tribulations described in Revelation; i.e., saints are spared the tribulation

2. Post-tribulationists believe this occurs after the tribulations; i.e., saints go through tribulation

ii. Jesus returns

1. Battle of Armageddon where evil-doers, the beast, false prophet, and Satan are defeated
2. Millennium is inaugurated with Jesus and the saints ruling over the earth

a. Survivors of Armageddon are ruled by the above

b. Sin, sorrow, and death still present, but people live to extraordinary long ages (Isa 65); however, saints have immortal bodies

c. A time when the unfulfilled OT prophecies of prosperity and peace will be fulfilled

iii. Satan is loosed after 1,000 years

1. The remaining dead (non-saints) are resurrected

2. Satan deceives them and seek to war against Jesus and the saints

3. Satan and all evil finally destroyed

iv. A new earth

v. Evangelical Christianity favors this view (there are many variations)

1. Seventh-day Adventism follows a variation on this theme

d. All three views fall within historical Christian orthodoxy


4. Roots of millennial concepts
a. Jews divided history into the present age, and the age to come

i. The Messiah was believed to be the dividing line between the two ages

ii. There was a period of intermediate time between the present and future

1. Length, various: 40 years, 3 generations, 400 years, etc.

b. A few Jewish traditions divided history into seven, one-thousand year periods, the final one being of peace

c. Jews liked round numbers

d. Psalm 90:4, “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.” (c.f., 2 Peter 3:8)

e. Jubilees 23:27-29, “And the days will begin to grow many and increase amongst those children of men, Till their days draw nigh to one thousand years, And to a greater number of years than (before) was the number of the days. And there will be no old man Nor one who is not satisfied with his days, For all will be (as) children and youths. And all their days they will complete and live in peace and in joy, And there will be no Satan nor any evil destroyer; For all their days will be days of blessing and healing”
f. Christians continued the Jewish concept of present and future ages, with the Messiah as the dividing point
i. For Christians, the future age has come, although its complete manifestation was still to come (already, but not yet – the intermediate period)

g. For John’s original audience, the Millennium could be considered to have already arrived, that they were living in it (the amillennial perspective)

5. Allusions from Ezekiel 37-40

a. Dry bones, breath given to resurrect them, becomes a great army

b. A new land given to the people of God, they dwell there eternally

c. God will dwell with his people

d. The nations will know that God is God

e. Gog and Magog as one of those who will receive God’s judgment

f. Gog and Magog will gather and army and try to make war against God’s people

g. God himself will battle against Gog and Magog to protect his people and their land

h. God will use natural disasters and plagues to show his power

i. God’s people will create a bonfire out of the weapons used against them, the fire will burn for seven years

j. Israel will go through the lands to bury the bodies of the defeated in order to cleanse the land; this lasts for seven months

k. Birds and beasts will be called to eat flesh and drink blood of the defeated; they will gorge themselves

l. All will know the God is Lord God
m. A new temple will be built 


6. Allusions from Daniel 7

a. Daniel 7 already alluded to many times earlier in Revelation
b. Thrones and a court sitting in judgment 

c. The fourth beast killed, its body destroyed and burned with fire

d. A horn on the fourth beast wages war against and saints and prevailed over them

e. But Ancient of Days comes and renders judgment against the beast and for the saints

f. The saints are victorious in the end


7. Review of earlier passages (Revelation 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17)
a. 8:13 – woe to those who dwell on the earth

b. 9:1 – key to the bottomless pit

c. 9:2-10 – army arising out of the abyss

d. 9:11 – A king arising from the abyss

e. 9:12 – first woe has passed

f. 9:13-15 – angels bound at Euphrates, released to kill mankind

g. 11:1 – a haven for the saints

h. 11:2 – haven threatened by the nations

i. 11:7 – after the time of two witnesses, beast rises from the abyss to war against them and kill them (c.f., saints slain, fifth seal, 6:9-11)
j. 11:8-10 – the world rejoices over the dead witnesses

k. 11:11 – a resurrection of the witnesses

l. 11:13 – judgment on the city

m. 11:14 – second woe has passed

n. 11:15-16 – Jesus reigns, and with him 24 elders on their thrones

o. 11:18 – the time to judge the dead has come; the saints are rewarded

p. Chapter 12 in three sections: dragon’s activities before and after a central event. Chapter 20:1-10 also in three sections with dragon’s activities before and after a central event.

q. Chapter 12 speaks of the dragon being thrown down four times

r. 12:7-9 – war in heaven, dragon cast down, no longer allowed in heaven (bound on earth)

s. 12:10 – the time for salvation has come

t. 12:11 – saints have conquered, even through death

u. 12:12 – heavens rejoice, but woe to the earth

v. 12:13-17 – dragon goes off to make war with the remaining offspring of the woman

w. 16:12 – Euphrates dried up so that kings from the east may come

x. 16:13-16 – dragon, beast, and false prophet gather kings together for battle

y. 17:8 – the beast is about to rise from the abyss

z. 17:8 – those whose names are not in the book of life will marvel

aa. 17:14 – the beast, kings, and the prostitute will war against the Lamb, but they will be destroyed

8. Parallels between Section 7 (of this outline) and Revelation 20

a. For discussion – will not enumerate here – exercise for the reader
b. John is describing a single event from multiple perspectives – details may vary between descriptions, but this is symbolic, not allegorical


9. An Objection?

a. “And threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he [the dragon] might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended” (v3)

i. This would appear to strongly suggest a significant time period when Satan is not active

b. But look back at the narrative of the two witnesses (chapter 11)

i. The two witnesses prophesy for 1,260 days during which time they are protected from the beast

c. Could the dragon’s binding so as not to deceive simply mean that there are witnesses for God to counter the dragon’s claims, rather than that the dragon’s claims don’t exist at all?

d. Also, during the thousand years nothing is said about the beast or the false prophet being bound

i. But weren’t they thrown into the lake of fire in chapter 19?

1. Only if we assume chapter 20 to be chronologically following 19

2. Chronological ordering is not necessary

ii. Doesn’t verse 10 read, “the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were”?

1. The Greek contains on verb (“were”)

2. In other words, the Greek does not require chronological ordering of the chapters; the two could take place simultaneously

iii. Thus even if the dragon was literally prevented from trying to deceive, he delegated his power and authority to the beast and the first beast to the second beast (false prophet), and Babylon also exists

iv. Point of this may be that because of Jesus’ revelation, Satan’s deception has been unmasked and its power to deceive has been curtailed, so long as Jesus has witnesses for him
v. What this (and with the two witnesses narrative) seems to imply is that before the very end, witnesses for Jesus will disappear for a time and Satan will have unlimited power to deceive
e. Verb tenses in this chapter contain both aorist and future; i.e., “already” and “not yet”


10. What about the “beheaded” souls?

a. If literal martyrdom is meant, then it must be pressed that only those who have literally been beheaded can receive the benefits of the first resurrection
b. John did not need to use the specificity of “beheaded” to refer to martyrs

c. The specificity itself is evidence that John does not intend his audience to see literal martyrdom

d. If “beheaded” is not literal, then the symbolic nature should be extended to martyrdom expressions elsewhere in Revelation
i. With what kind of "martyrdom" is Revelation concerned? Given the "judgment" theme that permeates the book, the answer would seem to be that it is a "martyrdom" of accusation. Through his various henchmen, Satan the Accuser will bring accusation against Christians. These accusations might create economic difficulties for them or even cost them their lives. (Reading the New Testament Series: Revelation)

e. Beheading was a form of execution reserved for Roman citizens

i. Possibly a warning that worldly citizenship will not exempt Christians from persecution


11. Summary

a. Christians are living in the intermediate period symbolized by the Millennium. Christians already reign with Christ. They are priests mediating God to the world.
b. Christians already have been resurrected to eternal life; the second death cannot harm them (c.f., 2:11)
c. It may appear and feel as if the world/beast/dragon is overcoming and destroying Christians, but the end is already written – the saints will be victorious because Jesus has already secured it

d. There is only one “war” in Revelation. Chronology is fluid and ambiguous. Evil and oppression are dealt with in a single judgment. 
e. Judged according to the book of deeds ( Ezekiel 39:24, “I dealt with them according to their uncleanness and their transgressions” ( consequences determined by their actions

f. Life or death determined by the book of life

g. Death and Hades, the ultimate symbol of the power of sin, the source of all fear, will be destroyed (c.f., Ezekiel imagery of a finite period of burning)
This dual perspective- the role of Jesus and the role of Christians- has been a running theme throughout the book. Second, the visions set forth, one at a time, the fate of the two primary enemies of Jesus (and the Church): the beast (along with the false prophet) and Satan. Separating the sections in which each is thrown into the lake of fire completes the dramatic buildup of the defeat of the enemies: first Babylon, then the beast (and the false prophet), then the ancient serpent himself. But drama is not chronology. The point is not so much the when of the enemies 'defeat, but the certainty that the defeat will take place. In typical Jewish (and early Christian) fashion, all of it will take place at the End. To try to find some specific chronology in the order of these events is to miss John's point. (RNT)
